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To  the  Denholme  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  your  notice 
my  thirty-fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  condit- 
ion of  your  District  for  the  year  ending  December  31st 
1908. 


The  area  of  the  Denholme  Urban  District  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Urban  district  of  Bingley, 
west  by  that  of  Oxenhope,  and  on  the  east  and  south  by 
the  county  boroughs  of  Bradford  and  Halifax. 

The  District  has  been  regularly  and  systematic- 
ally visited  and  inspected  in  accordance  with  articles  1 
— 3 of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  all  matters 
touching,  or  in  any  way  interfering  with,  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants  are  duly  reported  to  the  Council  at  the 
monthly  or  other  special  meetings. 

Fifty- three  houses  and  premises  have  been  a- 
mended  and  cleansed,  also  six  have  been  disinfected 
after  infectious  diseases.  Nineteen  house  drains  have 
been  repaired,  also  twenty-six  trapped  and  ventilated. 
All  the  privies  and  ashpits  have  been  cleansed  by  the 
sanitary  staff  of  the  Council  as  frequently  as  necessary. 
Forty-two  privies  have  been  repaired,  and  three  new 
water  closets  added.  Nine  new  ashpits  have  been  pro- 
vided, and  thirty-one  repaired  and  covered. 

The  effluent  at  the  sewerage  works  has  been 
found  satisfactory  on  each  of  my  visits. 

Water  has  been  supplied  to  only  one  dwelling. 

Animal  refuse  and  other  offensive  matter  of  a 
manurial  nature  are  readily  taken  by  the  farmers,  and 
utilized  in  the  cultivitation  and  improvement  of  the  land 

There  are  no  registered  lodging  houses  in  the 
district. 
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The  cowsheds  and  dairies  number  fifty-eight,  and 
although  the  samples  of  new  milk  submitted  for  analysis 
were  found  satisfactory,  there  should  be  a possibility, 
although  difficult,  to  have  cows,  milkers,  utensils,  and 
interiors  in  a higher  state  of  sanitation  than  that  us- 
ually prevalent. 

The  three  slaughter  houses  and  the  four  bakeries 
are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  Notification  Infectious  Diseases  Act  is  in 
force  and  has  been  found  a benefit  to  the  people. 

The  natural  drainage  of  the  district  consists  of 
three  small  brooks,  which  unite  and  form  the  Hewenden 
beck,  which  flows  towards  Bingley  where  it  joins  the 
river  Aire.  A small  area  drains  towards  Oxenhope. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  number  46, 
being  8 less  than  the  previous  year,  and  were  made  up 
of  18  males  and  28  females.  Estimating  the  population 
at  3000,  we  have  a birth  rate  of  15-1  per  thousand  births, 
in  which  were  5 illegitimates,  which  does  not  speak  well 
for  our  morality,  and  compares  unfavourably  to  the  birth 
rate  of  England  and  Wales  of  26'5. 

The  deaths  number  46,  being  five  more  than  the 
previous  year, which  gives  a death  rate  of  15-1  per  thous- 
and, as  compared  with  14-7  in  England  and  Wales,  the 
lowest  on  record.  The  infantile  mortality  is  better  than 
the  previous  year,  being  only  three,  giving  a death  rate 
of  65-10  per  thousand  births,  which  is  much  below  Eng- 
land and  Wales  ; one  in  one  year  and  under  five  ; one 
five  years  and  under  fifteen  ; two,  fifteen  years  and  under 
twenty-five;  18,  twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five  ; 21, 

sixty-five  and  upwards  ; the  longest  age  being  85,  fol- 
lowed by  three  at  83,  six  80  and  upwards,  with  eight 
between  70  and  80. 

In  February  three  cases  of  Scarlet  fever  were  dis- 
covered, followed  in  March  by  a number  of  cases  of 
Influenza.  In  July  several  cases  of  Measles  were  found 
at  Denholme  Gate,  but  by  the  end  of  the  month  the 
district  was  again  free ; but  two  cases  of  Scarlet  fever 
were  found  in  John  street,  Denholme.  The  cases  were 
treated  at  home  by  isolation  and  disinfection. 
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In  September  four  cases  of  lead  poisoning  were 
discovered,  and  on  submitting  samples  of  the  water 
supply  for  analysis,  traces  of  lead  were  found,  but  sub- 
sequent samples  have  been  analysed  with  satisfactory 
results. 

In  Stradmore  road  a case  of  Typhoid  fever  was 
notified,  but  no  sanitary  defects  were  found  in  the  house 
The  main  drain  of  the  street  just  opposite  the  dwelling 
in  which  the  patient  lived  was  found  defective,  and  has 
been  remedied. 

The  district  covers  an  area  of  2600  acres,  mainly 
grass,  with  stretches  of  moorland,  at  an  elevation  above 
the  sea  level  of  800  to  1400  feet.  The  dwellings  occu- 
pied by  the  factory  and  workshop  operatives  are  gener- 
ally well  constructed, well  ventilated,  and  cleanliness  and 
thrift  are  the  prevailing  characteristics.  The  sewers  and 
drains  are  not  as  perfect  as  could  be  desired,  but  impro- 
vements are  being  made  to  remedy  defects.  The  removal 
of  house  refuse  is  executed  by  the  sanitary  staff  of  the 
Council  as  often  as  necessary.  The  slaughter  houses, 
cowsheds,  dairies,  milkshops,  factories,  and  workshops, 
are  all  in  fairly  good  order. 

In  inspecting  the  workshops  I have  found  the 
cleanliness  generally  good,  air  space  ample,  and  ventila- 
tion satisfactory.  The  conveniences  are  not  always 
suitable.  The  register  is  duly  kept. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  thank  the  Council  most 
sincerely  for  their  ready  and  willing  help  and  kindness 
in  promoting  the  health  of  the  people  in  the  district. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  JACKSON. 


